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requisite for the royal and mercantile marine;
and would highly compensate the disadvantage
which continually increases, and which is preparing
for us in the North, relative to our marine, in
consequence of the strict connections between
England and Russia.

To the attentive observer, England presents
every symptom which can menace the possessions
of the Dutch in the East, and which can fore-
bode the desire of revenge. Russia can at any
time rob France of a great part of the naval
supplies of war, in the European seas.

This order of affairs cannot too soon be
reversed.

Let it be attentively observed that there is
no question here of a new treaty, but the revival
of an ancient one: for the Cardinal de Richelieu
made a treaty with Courland, in 1643, which was
registered by the Parliament of Paris, in 1647; so
that, should we at present treat with Courland,
we can decisively affirm, and demonstrate, we are
committing no innovation.

This seems to me to be a very important
remark, which ought not a little to influence theace, as depository places for
